22               GENERAL    FRANCO
of the Foreign Legion legend, Franco very soon
learnt from Astray how to play on the feelings of
Ms heterogeneous collection of men. They were a
band of outposts, caring for nothing but the honour
of their Sag, for whom death in battle was the highest
of all possible achievements. The fostering of
this sentiment went hand in hand with the rigid
discipline of which Franco was so strong an advocate,
At the time when the Foreign Legion first went
out to Morocco, Melilla and the eastern zone were
comparatively quiet, but in the west the Raisuni
was still at work, and the Spanish planned to
occupy the sacred city of Xauen, to open up through
Xauen a new line of communications between the
Atlantic and the Mediterranean, and at the same
time to drive a wedge through the territory over
which the Raisuni exercised Ms influence.
A detachment of the Legion were used in the
occupation of Xauen, but Franco was not among
them. The First Bandera, or battalion, of the
Legion, of which he was in command, remained on
the coast and spent the winter of 1920-21 encamped
in the valley of Uad Lau, The time was not wasted
for training never relaxed in its intensity. But
training was not fighting, and when, after a few
months, Franco believed his troops moulded to his
will in perfection, he longed for an opportunity to
test them in severe action, and they, too, were only
anxious to prove themselves in the eyes of their
cpuimander and before the world.